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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1 - 18 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The present invention of claims 1 - 18 is directed to an information recorder for 
extracting a predetermined standard-defined UMID buried in material signals to be 
recorded to a replaceable recording medium 

Independent claims 1 , 7, 1 3, 1 5, 1 7 and 1 8 identify the unique distinct feature 
" wherein data is prevented from being written over an existing record and data is 
prevented from being erroneously erased by collating end of source point information 
recorded in the contactless information storage means with end of source point 
information recorded on the replaceable recording medium thereby locating an end of 
source point ." 

The closet prior art, Takayama (US 6519105) is disqualified since this prior art 
and the present application at the time the present application was made, were subject 
to an obligation of assignment to the same organization, i.e. Sony Corporation. 

Hence claims 1,7, 13, 15, 17 and 18 are allowed. 

Since claims 2 - 6 are dependent on claim 1 , claims 8 - 1 2 are dependent on 
claim 7, claim 14 is dependent on claim 13 and claim 16 is dependent on claim 15, 
therefore they are allowed. 

Therefore claims 1 - 18 are allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. Y. H. 

04/4/2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



